Etienne! – Production Journal
Day 2:

Second day of principal photography at Garrapata State Beach, which is near Monterey.  The director and crew are excited and the location is breathtaking.  The morning seems to go by swimmingly.  But by noon, the weather gets ridiculously hot and that makes the long distance between the set and base camp excruciating to transport heavy equipment.  Our grip, PA, and camera assistant start to overheat and things begin to turn unfriendly.  The generator on the RV shuts down just before lunch and even though we finish on time and on budget, it was a tough day to kick off production.

Day 10:

5:30am – Richard (lead actor/prop master/animal wrangler) is about to change the bedding of the hamster cages and discovers a handful of gummy bears inside. After eating one, he realizes that they were baby hamsters.  Later that day, a second hamster has babies popping out of its butt and what started with a total of two hamsters at the beginning of the production has turned into a total of twelve hamsters when we called our wrap! 

Day 16:

Pigeon Point Lighthouse, 1.5 hour drive from where we are staying in Santa Cruz.  For the first time, the weather is horrible for continuity.  The morning fog rolled in and stays there for most of the day.  Indeed we are stuck with inconvenient weather and Jeff has to retreat into his writer’s trailer (i.e. pickup truck) and after an attempted suicide, he comes up with a plausible story explanation, which was having a character say that it was going to rain in the scene preceding this one that we hadn’t shot yet.  

Day 27:

9pm – Days away from filming the Banana slug scene, we still haven’t found any Banana slugs because of the dry November weather.  So, Clint (1st AC) and Giacun (producer) grab a bucket and a flashlight and go off to find Banana slugs – convinced that the night would bring the slugs out in the open.  They sneak into UCSC with the help of some hitchhiker students and search the campus redwoods without success, then they travel to Henry Cowell State Park where hours later, Clint spots a slug.  They bag it and return to the hotel for an unsatisfying night of sleep.  The next day the crew finds six Banana slugs while filming in Memorial Park. 

Day 31:

Reshoots at the San Remo Hotel, December ‘07.  We decide we needed another scene with Molly and Richard to develop their characters more in the first act.  While all the production elements are in place, we find out that Molly had just dyed her hair bleach blonde and because of an important circumstance, there was no way to temporarily get it back to her original color for the scene.  The solution: put a hood over her head – solves many problems.  

Day X:

Laguna Beach shoot with Great Northern.  The equipment van is 3 hours late to set, which means having to compress our already unrealistic shooting schedule.  We have to shoot 15 pages in 8 hours.  Everything is rushed and Jeff shoots all one-takers, in fact, he just shoots the rehearsal and moves on.  By the end of the day, our second location needs us off set by 5pm, the problem is that we get to the location 45 minutes earlier.  Jeff shots a two page scene with coverage in 30 minutes – that includes set dressing, blocking, rehearsals, lighting, and then cleaning up the set.  We are out by 5pm.  That was probably the craziest production day.   
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P.s. Richard actually didn’t eat any baby hamsters.

American Humane monitored the animal action. 
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Questions? contact us at: info@jabpix.com


www.hamstermovie.co

